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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  MAIDSTONE 


Central  Health  Office, 

13,  Tonbridge  Road, 
Maidstone, 

Kent. 

Telephone:  Maidstone  4072. 


Health  Department, 

26,  Tonbridge  Road, 
Maidstone, 

Kent. 

Telephone:  Maidstone  31  163* 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  Maidstone  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  fourth  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Rural  District  of  Maidstone. 

There  are  several  outstanding  features  of  this  Annual  Report.  I 
would  assess  the  principal  one  as  the  low  infant  mortality  rate,  which 
at  20.27  per  thousand  live  births  is  below  the  national  figure  of  21. 7« 

The  national  infantile  mortality  rate  has  been  decreasing  year  by  year, 
and  we  have  now  reached  the  stage  at  which  the  momentum  has  considerably 
slackened.  The  concentration  of  effort  will  new  be  on  prematurity  and 
congenital  defects,  which  up  to  now  have  been  considered  hopeless.  The 
surgical  advances  made  in  the  last  few  years  give  a  hopeful  outlook  in 
that  many  of  these  infants  might  now  be  saved. 

Secondly  the  corrected  death  rate  in  Maidstone  Rural  District  is 
below  that  for  England  and  Wales,  being  9*20  per  thousand  population  as 
compared  with  11.3  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  This  is  a  satisfactorily 
low  figure,  and  is  related  to  the  increasing  longevity  of  the  community. 

Thirdly  there  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis.  This  is  an 
indication  both  of  the  early  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  which  is  a  feature 
of  modern  days,  and  of  the  many  aids  in  treatment,  such  as  new  drugs  and 
surgical  intervention,  both  of  which  have  changed  the  entire  outlook  on 
this  disease.  Although  we  are  far  from  saying  that  tuberculosis  is 
defeated,  the  efforts  being  made  in  the  follow  up  of  contacts,  when  a 
case  has  been  notified,  are  proving  very  successful.  There  are  many 
indications  that  if  the  aids  now  at  our  disposal  are  used  with  wider 
scope,  the  pattern  of  this  disease  is  likely  to  undergo  enormous  change 
in  the  next  decade. 

Once  again  I  have  to  give  a  warning  on  the  low  state  of  immunity 
against  diptheria.  Although  there  has  been  a  slight  welcome  increase 
in  the  number  immunised  during  i960,  the  over  all  figure  is  still  far 
from  satisfactory,  and  leaves  no  margin  of  safety. 

Although  one  welcomes  the  increasing  use  being  made  of  the 
facilities  for  poliomyelitis  vaccination,  one  must  not  accept  protection 
from  one  disease  at  the  expense  of  another.  In  poliomyelitis  vaccination, 
however,  we  are  still  far  from  pleased  with  the  response  of  the 
adolescent  and  older  age  groups.  It  cannot  be  said  too  often  that 
poliomyelitis  attacks  at  any  age,  and  it  is  a  mistake  to  think  that  the 
old  nomenclature,  ’’infantile  paralysis"  infers  any  real  degree  of 
protection  in  adult  life. 

There  has  again  been  a  rise  in  the  number  of  cancer  deaths, 
particularly  in  cancer  of  the  lung  and  cancer  of  the  stomach.  This  is 
a  pattern  which  is  emerging  on  a  national  level,  and  one  which  cannot 
be  seen  at  the  moment  to  afford  much  chance  of  alleviation.  What 
chance  there  is,  however,  lies  in  the  early  diagnosis  of  cancer,  and 
this  can  only  be  achieved  in  a  real  sense  by  the  further  education  of  the 
public.  Throughout  the  next  year,  efforts  will  be  made  to  bring  this 
situation  home  to  the  community  in  a  more  positive  way. 
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I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  splendid  work 
carried  out  by  your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  K.T.  Jolley, 
who  resigned  in  April  last  year,  and  the  subsequent  work  undertaken 
by  his  successor,  Mr.  G.  W.  White. 

Mr.  F.  0.  Elliott  was  appointed  in  Mr.  White's  place,  and  has 
given  very  good  service  in  the  short  time  that  he  has  been  here. 

The  amount  of  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department, 
considering  the  small  staff  which  is  involved,  has  a  very  wide  scope 
indeed,  and  the  District  is  fortunate  in  having  two  such  efficient 
Public  Health  Inspectors. 

I  am  also  grateful  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
and  the  Members,  who  have  supported  me  on  every  occasion,  and  for  the 
interest  which  has  been  shown. 

All  other  members  of  the  staff  have  directly  or  indirectly 
contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  the  level  of  public  health  in  the 
Rural  District  of  Maidstone,  and  I  record  my  thanks  to  them. 


I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


F.  H.  M.  DUMMER. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


30th  May, 


19 61. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  ..  . .  . * .  34,487 

Estimated  resident  population  (i960)..  ••  . .  19*570 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (according  to  rate  books) 

at  the  end  of  i960  ..  .  6,850 

Rateable  Value  .  £217,801 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate .  £  865 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male  Female  Total 


Live  Births .  . . . .  ..  145  151 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population .  crude 


corrected 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ,  ■> 


296 

15.12 

15.87 

7.09 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Stillbirths  . .  . .  , .  . . . 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

3 

3 

6 

19.86 

Total  live  and  still  births  . 

148 

154 

302 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  . 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

4  2 

births 
live  births 

6 

20.27 

18.18 

47.61 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 
live  births) . . 

1 ,000 

total 

13.51 

Early  Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per  1 
total  live  births)  ..  ..  ..  . 

,000 

13.51 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 
combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

week 

•  • 

33.11 

Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion)  . .  . . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  . . 

•  •  0 

Nil 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths .  .. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  ..  . .  ..  .. 

l4o 

crude 

129 

269 

13.74 

Corrected  9*20 


Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


School  Health  Service 


The  School  Health  Service,  with  school  inspections  and  clinics, 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service  and  the  Domiciliary  Mid¬ 
wifery  Service,  are  now  administered  by  the  Kent  County  Council,  and 
are  controlled  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Hospitals 


The  hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Mid  Kent  Hospital 
Management  Committee  and  the  South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  The  services  of  the  consultant  staff  are  available 
at  the  West  Kent  General  Hospital,  and  the  Kent  County  Opthalmic 
and  Aural  Hospital.  Available  also  is  Preston  Hall  Chest  Hospital 
and  use  is  made  by  patients  from  the  Maidstone  area  of  the  hospitals 
in  the  Tunbridge  Wells  area,  particularly  Pembury  and  the  Kent  and 
Sussex  Hospital. 

Additional  beds  are  in  use  at  Linton  Hospital.  In  the  case  of 
the  former  Fant  Lane  Isolation  Hospital,  the  future  of  this  hospital 
is  still  unsettled  at  the  time  of  this  report,  and  there  is  no 
indication  at  the  moment  of  whether,  in  fact,  isolation  beds  will  be 
available  in  the  Maidstone  area.  At  present,  use  is  being  made  of 
several  infectious  diseases  hospitals  over  a  wide  area,  entailing  in 
general  a  considerable  distance  in  carriage. 

Domestic  Help  Service 


This  service  is  administered  by  the  County  Council  and  is  of 
great  value  in  providing  care  for  aged  and  disabled  patients,  and 
thus  relieving  pressure  on  the  available  hospital  beds.  I  often  find 
that  by  the  judicious  use  of  this  service,  elderly  people  are  given 
the  advantage  of  essential  domestic  help,  thereby  tiding  them  over  a 
difficulty  which,  in  other  circumstances,  would  undoubtedly  require 
hospitalisation. 

It  is  surprising  to  find  such  a  large  number  of  elderly  people 
with  no  near  relatives,  and  often,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  relatives  who 
are  unwilling  to  help  out  at  this  dependent  stage  of  life. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

I960. 

This  was  a  relatively  quiet  year  for  infectious  diseases,  only 
83  cases  being  notified.  The  majority  of  the  cases  were  of  whooping 
cough,  and  in  general  these  were  of  a  light  character. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  there  were  few  cases  of 
dysentery,  only  three  being  notified. 

Again  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified,  and  there  was 
no  incidence  of  diptheria. 

Scarlet  fever  is  at  the  present  time  a  mild  disease,  and  17 
cases  without  complication  were  notified. 

There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  food 
poisoning  notified,  19  as  compared  with  2  in  1959*  A  more  detailed 
note  of  the  circumstances  of  the  food  poisoning  outbreaks  will  be 
found  in  the  body  of  this  report. 
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INFECTIOUS  AMD  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

ANALYSIS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


PARISH  DISTRIBUTION 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

MONTHLY  DISTRIBUTION 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION,  i960 


The  following  table  gives  (A)  the  number  of  second  injections, 
and  (B)  the  number  of  third  injections  given  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1960:- 


!  BORN 

(A) 

(B) 

i _  i  _ 

!  i960 

50 

4 

1959 

204 

132 

1958 

26 

118 

1957 

11 

32  1 

1956 

5 

21 

i  1955 

4 

33 

1954 

3 

28 

1953 

2 

24 

1952 

3 

22 

1951 

2 

24 

1950 

2 

24 

1949 

2 

28 

1948 

2 

22 

1947 

1 

^3 

1946 

2 

27 

1945 

24 

1944 

4 

31 

1943 

6 

31 

1933 

1942  " 

143 

771 

Before 

1933 

626 

144 

OTHERS 

88 

115 

TOTAL 

1,194 

1,698 

From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  year 
1,698  people  completed  a  course  of  three  injections  against  polio¬ 
myelitis.  This  is  a  considerably  lower  figure  than  last  year,  but 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  was  only  late  in  1958  that  the 
third  injection  was  made  available. 

The  total  number  having  now  received  the  fullest  permitted 
protection  against  poliomyelitis  amounts  to  3,352  representing  about 
27  per  cent  of  the  total  population.  In  addition,  1,194  people  received 
two  injections  during  1959* 

Although  this  is  a  reasonable  figure  for  the  overall  protection  of 
the  community,  it  is  still  far  from  being  the  ideal  to  be  achieved. 

Now  that  a  wide  expansion  of  the  vaccination  programme  has  been  per¬ 
mitted,  I  cannot  stress  too  strongly  the  fact  that  poliomyelitis  is 
not  exclusively  a  disease  of  chidlhood.  Everyone  should  take  full 
advantage  of  the  facilities  offered  in  order  to  lay  down  a  more 
realistic  barrier  of  protection  within  the  area. 


. 

■ 

■ 


Page  1 1 


WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION,  I960 


The  following  are  the  whooping  cough  immunisation  returns  for 
I960  based  on  record  cards  received  by  the  County  Medical  Officer:- 


Year  of 

!  Whooping  cough 
Immunisation 

Birth 

Primary 

i 

|  I960  |  75 


1959 

124  j 

1958 

15 

1957 

i  10 

1956 

7  | 

1955 

4 

1954 

4  1 

1953 

1  1 

1952 

i 

1951 

1950 

1 

1949 

— 

1948 

— 

1947 

- 

1946 

Before 

— 

1946 

241 

l. . .  _ .1 

TOTAL 

The  number  of  courses  of  primary  immunisation  has  risen 
slightly  this  year,  from  220  in  1959  to  24 1  in  i960.  This  is 
a  welcome  trend  which  I  should  like  to  see  established,  for 
whooping  cough  below  the  age  of  5  years,  and  particularly  in 
infancy,  can  be  a  serious  disease.  Full  advantage  should 
therefore  be  taken  of  the  facilities  offered  for  immunisation 
to  be  carried  out  at  about  the  third  month  of  life. 
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SMALLPOX  VACCINATION,  I960 


The  following  are  the  smallpox  vaccination  figures  for  i960 
based  on  record  cards  received  by  the  County  Medical  Officer:- 


„  „  |  Smallpox  Vaccination 

Year  of  [ — — - . 


Birth  » 

Primary 

Revaccination  f 

t 

i960 

89 

— 

1959 

116 

- 

1958 

10 

- 

1957 

1956 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1955 

- 

- 

1954 

1 

- 

1953 

- 

- 

1952 

1 

{ 

1951 

1950 

__  j 

19^9 

- 

- 

19^+8 

2 

- 

1947 

1 

1946 

- 

j 

t  Before 

1 

1 

1946 

2 

1 

_ j 

TOTALS 

222 

1  i 

In  i960  a  slight  increase  occurred  in  the  nuiaber  of  people 
having  a  primary  vaccination  against  smallpox,  222  in  i960  as 
compared  with  202  in  1959.  Only  one  person  was  revaccinated  in 
i960  as  compared  with  l6  in  1959* 

The  position  should  be  made  quite  clear  that  revaccination  is 
necessary  against  smallpox  for  any  realistic  degree  of  protection. 

It  is  not  enough  to  rely  on  primary  vaccination  having  been  carried 
out  in  infancy,  and  it  is  a  wise  precaution  for  revaccination  to  take 
place  on  two  or  three  occasions  with  intervals  of  five  years. 

International  Certificates  of  Vaccination  are  required  for 
travel  to  almost  every  part  of  the  world,  and  there  is  a  considerable 
difference  in  disturbance  between  the  primary  vaccination  in  infancy 
and  in  adult  life.  It  is  not  a  good  thing  to  leave  primary  vaccination 
until  adult  life. 
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DIPTHERIA  IMMUNISATION,  i960 


The  following  is  a  return  of  the  number  of  children  under 
the  age  of  15  years  on  December,  i960,  who  had  completed  a 

course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.  at  any 
time  since  1st  January,  1946). 


Year  of 
Birth 

Last  complete  course 
of  injections  (whether 
primary  or  booster) 

1956  -  I960 

1955 

or 

earlier 

1946 

53 

150 

1947 

89 

138 

1948 

62 

176 

1949 

62 

243 

1950 

108 

191 

1951 

188 

88 

1952 

151 

122 

1955 

158 

101 

1954 

134 

104 

1955 

210 

14 

1956 

256 

- 

1957 

239 

- 

1958 

278 

- 

1959 

194 

- 

I960 

76 

— 

j  totals 

2,238 

L — — ~  .  .  ■■■  ■ ». — — 

1,327 

;  ..  .. 

The  following  are  the  diptheria  immunisation  figures  for 
1959  based  on  record  cards  received  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 


Year  of  Birth 

Diptheria  Immunisation 

Primary 

.  Re -inforcing 

I960 

76 

— 

1959 

155 

1 

1958 

23 

1 

1957 

11 

1 

1956 

7 

7 

1955 

3 

73 

1954 

5 

14 

1953 

2 

8 

1952 

2 

5 

1951 

2 

3 

1950 

6 

5 

1949 

2 

2 

1948 

1 

1 

1947 

- 

2 

1946 

Before 

1 

“ 

1946 

- 

— 

|  TOTALS 

298 

. . . . . — 

125 

-  i 
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DIPTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  (continued) 


The  number  of  primary  immunisations  carried  out  against 
diptheria  in  i960  rose  from  208  in  1959  to  298.  This  is  a 
considerable  increase,  and  is  a  most  hopeful  indication  that 
once  again  parents  are  appreciating  the  value  of  immunisation. 

In  the  case  of  reinforcing  immunisations,  the  figure  has 
fallen  from  l6l  in  1959  to  125  in  i960.  It  is  esrtremely 
dangerous  to  assume  that  immunity  lasts  for  any  considerable 
time  beyond  infancy,  and  children  should  have  preferably  two 
reinforcing  immunisations  during  school  life. 

The  national  figures  for  protection  against  diptheria 
have  fallen,  and  throughout  the  year  there  have  been  warnings, 
from  small  outbreaks  which  have  occurred  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  of  the  virulence  of  the  organism  at  this  time. 

Immunisation  is  an  easy  and  painless  procedure,  and  it 
would  be  a  tragic  thing  if  an  outbreak  of  diptheria  were  to 
occur  in  this  district  through  the  apathy  which  parents  show 
towards  this  well-established  protection.  Opportunities  are 
given  in  the  schools,  clinics,  and  the  general  practitioner 
service  for  this  free  service,  and  every  advantage  should  be 
taken  of  the  facilities  available. 


. 


. 
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FOOD  POISONING 


There  were  19  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  during 
the  year.  Seventeen  of  these  occurred  at  Linton  Hospital, 
and  on  investigation  all  bacteriological  findings  were  negative. 

In  this  particular  outbreak  no  common  vehicle  was  found 
and  the  patients  involved  had  only  a  short  illness  lasting  less 
than  twenty-four  hours.  No  secondary  cases  were  known  to  have 
occurred  outside  the  hospital. 

The  eighteenth  case  occurred  in  a  person  who,  when 
investigations  were  initiated,  was  found  to  have  returned  to 
her  home  outside  the  district.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  home  district  was  informed  of  the  circumstances. 

In  the  final  case  a  school  child  developed  symptoms  of 
food  poisoning,  and  Salmonella  typhi-murium  was  isolated.  The 
actual  illness  was  of  fairly  short  duration,  but  the  carrier 
state  persisted  for  months.  In  this  case  exclusion  from  school 
was  needed,  and  on  return  to  school  the  child's  personal  hygiene 
had  to  be  extremely  carefully  supervised. 

The  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  throughout  the  country 
is  still  at  an  alarmingly  high  level,  and  the  most  stringent  food 
hygiene  precautions  will  have  to  be  taken  in  order  to  reduce  this 
incidence.  This  is  particularly  true  of  meat  products,  generally 
pre-cooked,  where  contamination  easily  occurs  from  a  secondary 
source. 

The  majority  of  cases  are  of  the  salmonella  group,  which 
can  lead  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases  to  a  chronic  carrier 
state  and  this  is  extremely  difficult  to  clear  up. 

The  whole  position  of  food  hygiene  would  be  eased  by  the 
insistence  by  the  public  as  a  whole  on  a  high  standard  of  hygiene 
in  all  catering  establishments.  It  is  only  through  the  co-operation 
of  the  public  in  bringing  defects  to  our  notice  that  full  investigation 
can  be  carried  out  in  time. 


’ 


' 


' 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  D.  L.  Pugh,  the  Chest  Physician,  for  the 
following  details  of  the  number  of  contacts  of  known  cases  of 
tuberculosis  examined  during  the  year,  and  the  number  found  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.  These  figures  related  to  the  area  of 
the  Chest  Clinic,  which  coincides  with  the  area  of  the  four 
authorities,  Maidstone  Borough,  Maidstone  R.D.,  Hollingbourn  R.  D. , 


and  Mailing  R.  D. 

(a)  Number  of  contacts  seen  during  i960  of  newly 

notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  . .  . . . .  . .  225 

(b)  Number  of  contacts  examined  during  i960  of  cases 

notified  prior  to  i960  , .  . «  ..  . .  .  635 

(c)  Number  of  contacts  in  (a)  found  to  be  suffering 

from  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  ....  3 

(d)  Number  of  contacts  in  (b)  found  to  be  suffering 

from  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  ....  5 


NEW 

CASES 

i 

DEATHS 

AGE  GROUPS 

1  Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

\  Pulmonary 

.  Non-pulmonary 

M 

,  F 

M 

F 

j  M 

k  F 

M 

F 

0-1  years 

— 

1 

- 

2-5  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6  -  15  years 

- 

1 

- 

- 

] 

(  ” 

- 

- 

- 

16-25  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

26  -  35  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

36  -  45  years 

- 

1 

- 

- 

' 

- 

— 

- 

46  -  55  years 

2 

- 

- 

- 

I 

1  * 

- 

- 

- 

56  -  65  years 

5 

1 

- 

- 

i  - 

- 

- 

- 

66  and  over 

k.  "  _ 

— ■  - 

- 

- 

- 

j  TOTALS 

5 

3 

_ 

1 

r  H 

i  - 

i 

r~  n"'"  ■  -  ■  ■"  ljl 

_ 

►  -  ■* 

. . 

- 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  statistics  that  9  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  occurred,  8  of  them  respiratory,  in  i960.  This  was  one 
case  more  than  in  1959* 

The  number  of  contact  examinations  carried  out  was  again  very 
high,  and  indicates  the  amount  of  work  undertaken  on  the  examination 
of  notified  cases.  It  also  shows  the  efforts  made  to  eradicate  as 
quickly  as  possible  this  debilitating  disease. 

In  1959  a  small  Mass  Radiography  investigation  took  place  in 
Yalding;  335  people  were  examined,  and  this  produced  no  cases  of 
active  tuberculosis  or  cancer  of  the  lung,  but  4  cases  of  inactive 
tuberculosis  required  investigation.  These  small  surveys  are  very 
useful  to  us,  provided  they  are  carried  out  with  some  regularity, 
to  show  the  pattern  of  tuberculosis  locally. 


.  .  i£m 


' 

'  •  ■ 
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CANCER 


The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  the 


District  during  the  past  nine 

years  is 

given 

1952  . - 

45 

1953  . 

43 

195^ . 

53 

1935  ..  -  * 

65 

-1956  . 

59 

1957  . 

55 

1958  . 

42 

1959  . 

47 

I960  . 

51 

Maidstone  Rural 
below :- 


Deaths  from  cancer  in  i960,  distributed  according  to 

sites: 


>—•-»■  —  ■  1  ■■  1  1,1  —  ” 

Site  j 

Male  , 

Female 

— - * — r 

Total  j 

Cancer  of  stomach  . 

3 

3 

6  I 

Cancer  of  lung,  bronchus 

7 

4 

11 

Cancer  of  breast  « .  . .  • • 

— 

3 

3 

Cancer  of  uterus  . 

- 

4 

4 

Other  sites  . «  . . 

14 

13 

27 

TOTALS 

t 

(\J 

1 — 

27 

51  „i 

Deaths  from  cancer  in  i960,  distributed  according  to 

age  groups: 


Age  groups 

Male 

Female 

0-1 . 

- 

- 

2  -  5  • •  ••  •• 

- 

— 

6  —  15  • •  •  • 

2 

— 

16  —  25  •  •  •  • 

- 

— 

26  -  35  •  •  •  • 

- 

1 

36  —  ^5  •  •  •  • 

2 

2 

46-55  • •  • • 

1 

3 

56-65  • •  • • 

6 

6 

66  and  over 

13 

15 

TOTALS 

24 

27 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  i960 


The  infantile  mortality  rate  this  year  at  20.27  per  1,000  live 
births  is  lower  than  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  which  is  21.7* 

Of  the  six  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  first  twelve  months  of 
life,  two  were  in  premature  infants.  The  low  figure  for  infantile 
mortality  this  year  is  a  reflection  of  the  increasing  care  which  is 
being  given  through  the  obstetrical  services, and  reflects  consider¬ 
able  credit  on  the  ante-natal  services  as  well. 

Once  again  there  were  no  maternal  deaths. 
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TOTAL  DEATHS ,  I960 

Causes  of  Death 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
2*  Tuberculosis,  other 
3*  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diptheria 

5.  Whooping  cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9*  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
13»  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

l4.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
15»  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19»  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21 .  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

23.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
29*  hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
31«  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 
35*  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Male  Female 


3 

7 

14 

1 

17 

25 

1 

13 

11 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 


3 

4 

3 

4 

13 
2 
1 

27 

14 
3 
9 
3 
1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 


1 

23  23 

3 

3  2 

3  1 


l4o  129 
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DEATHS  PEP  MONTH  IN  EACH  PARISH 


r 

January 

1  * 

!  H 

3 

}  3 
f  ^ 

!  o 

1  ft 

i 

March 

. 

H 

•rl 

u 

ft 

< 

1 

{  >5 
« 

i  June 

L _ _  * 

r~ 1 

3 

;  August 

September 

i - - — - - ~- 

j  October 

CD 

rQ 

s 

CD 

> 

o 

!  1 

[  December 

!  TOTALS  J 

! 

Banning 

T — 

i  j  i 

r 

- 

1 

3 

Bearsted 

4 

| 

1 

3 

2 

5 

5 

3 

4 

1 

2 

4 

3 

41 

i  Boughton  Mon. 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

- 

- 

4 

15 

East  Farleigh 

1 

- 

1 

3 

5 

1 

1 

1  |  3 

i 

2 

2 

- 

20 

West  Farleigh 

1 

«* 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

• 

- 

1 

- 

5 

Hunt on 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Linton 

5 

6 

11 

8 

4 

8 

4 

3 

9 

7 

5 

6 

76 

Loose 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

4 

2 

2 

2 

- 

23 

Marden 

6 

2 

3 

3 

6 

3 

4 

2 

- 

2 

4 

33 

Nettlestead 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Otham 

- 

- 

- 

Staplehurst 

6 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

20 

i 

Teston 

j 

- 

2 

“ 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

7 

Yalding 

i 

i 

- 

3  i 

2  ; 

2 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

2 

2 

16 

- 1 

TOTALS  ! 

* - — . . . . . A 

28 

16  ! 

24  1 

.  1  -  -t 

28 

26 

24 

21 

_ 

20 

_ 

21  ' 

lIL 

16 

21 

24 

269 

- - - i 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 

HOUSING 

Number  of  houses  surveyed . •  .  551 

Number  of  revisits  to  houses .  724 

Number  of  drains  inspected  .  •  •  14 5 

Number  of  revisits  to  drains  . .  . .  .  408 

Visits  re  Overcrowding  .  . .  15 

Number  of  visits  made  under  the  Housing  Acts .  106 

FOOD  AND  WATER 

Number  of  Slaughterhouse  and  meat  inspections  . .  . .  . .  478 

Number  of  visits  re  Water  supplies  .  • •  3 

Number  of  visits  re  Milk  and  Dairies . .  . .  ••  17 

Number  of  visits  re  Food  and  Drugs  Act  .  196 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Number  of  visits  re  Infectious  Diseases  .  97 

GENERAL 

Accumulations  . .  30 

Keeping  of  animals  . l4 

House  vans  and  Camping  Sites  . .  . .  70 

Hop  Pickers'  Camps  . .  ..  . .  .  149 

Factories  Act .  58 

Shops  Act . 212 

Rodent  Control . .  ••  ••  230 

Miscellaneous .  ••  *  •  ••  303 

Total  ..  ..  3,806 


Comparison  of  Summary  figures  with  1959 

The  number  of  housing  inspections  carried  out  within  the 
district  have  increased  by  some  570  visits,  this  being  due  to 
the  Council's  policy  and  efforts  to  maintain  a  reasonably  high 
standard  of  housing  throughout  their  district.  The  increase 
indicates  also,  the  interest  of  property  owners  within  the 
district  who  have  taken  advantage  of  Improvement  Grants  made  by 
the  Council.  Satisfactory  progress  has  also  been  made  under  the 
Council's  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 
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Comparison  of  Summary  figures  with  1939  (continued) 

The  number  of  drainage  inspections  have  decreased  slightly, 
indicating  a  return  to  the  normal  average,  following  the  large 
survey  made  in  preparation  for  the  Loose  Main  Drainage  Scheme, 
which  has  now  been  completed. 

Visits  made  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  show  a 
return  to  the  normal  average  notified  within  the  district  over 
the  past  years. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  in  i960  was  3j8o6, 
This  is  a  reduction  of  500  on  last  year's  figures  and  is  due, 
in  some  measure,  to  the  interruption  of  the  normal  routine  of 
the  department  created  by  the  resignation  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  the  ensuing  two  months  before  the  re¬ 
placement  Public  Health  Inspector  commenced  his  duties  with 
this  authority. 


. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

HOUSING 

Informal  notices  served  . .  . .  33 

Statutory  notices  served  . .  ••  80 

Notices  completed  . .  .  86 

HOUSING  DEFECTS  DEALT  WITH  BY  NOTICES 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ..  . . .  6 

Rising  and  penetrating  dampness  remedied  . .  9 

External  rendering  ..  . . .  .  1 

Repair  defective  windows  and  doors  .  10 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  .  ^ 

General  repairs  to  roofs  .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Provision  of  internal  water  supply  . .  . .  . .  . .  . *  1 

Repairs  to  staircases  ..  ..  . .  2 

Repairs  to  fireplaces  . ^ 

Cooking  facilities  repaired .  1 

Dry  rot  remedied  .  1 

Decoration . 1 

Repointing  to  brickwork . 3 

Repair  or  replacement  of  floors .  •  •  ..  .  •  6 

Demolition  of  back  addition  . .  ••  1 

Provision  of  dustbin  . .  ..  . .  3 

Repair  to  external  paved  areas  ..  .  3 

Repairs  to  foundations  .  0 

Waterproofing  of  cellar  ..  1 

Enlargement  of  window  areas  .  1 

DRAINAGE 

Overflowing  cesspools  reported  .  6 

Provision  of  cesspools  ..  ..  .  ••  ••  ••  1 

Repairs  to  eaves  guttering  .  3 

Repairs  to  cesspools  .  l6 

Repairs  to  rain  water  downpipes  .  ^ 


•  • 


■ 
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DRAINAGE  (continued) 

Blocked  drains . .  12 

Cleansing  of  ditch  ..  . . .  . .  0 

Repairs  to  sinks  . .  .  2 

Connection  to  main  drainage  . •  •  2 

Disconnection  of  gully  from  drainage  system  ...  *  2 

Provision  of  proper  drainage  to  sink  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Repairs  to  closets  ..  ..  . . .  ..  ••  ••  2 

Provision  of  inspection  covers  .  11 

Provision  of  land  drainage  overflow  . .  1 

Provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  .  . .  2 

Disconnection  of  overflows  .  25 

Repairs  to  private  sewer  . .  ••  3 

Clearance  of  earth  closets . .  ..  .  •  2 

NUISANCES 

Compost  heap  . .  2 

Smoke  from  bonfire  ..  ..  .  ..  .  1 

Accumulation  of  empty  milk  cartons  .  1 

Keeping  of  chickens  .  1 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

Cleansing  of  bread  making  machine  . .  1 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Visits  made  by  Inspectors  ..  . 

Reports  made  to  M.  0.  H.  on  cases  of  infectious  diseases: 


Scarlet  Fever  .  16 

Poliomyelitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

Food  Poisoning  . .  >.  . .  4 

Suspected  Food  Poisoning  . .  1 

Dysentery  .  ^ 

Para  Typhoid .  0 

Meningitis  .  0 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Number  of  licenced  Slaughterhouses 
Number  of  premises  cleansed  during  the  year 


MISCELLANEOUS  VISITS 


1.  During  the  year,  303  visits  were  classified  as 

Miscellaneous.  These  are  broken  down  approximately 


under  the  following  main  headings:- 

2.  No  access .  96 

Litter  Bins  .  20 

Cleansing  of  persons/premises  .  3 

Flooding .  11 

Interviews  with  Builders,  Architects, 

Owners,  etc . .  ..  ••  107 

Clean  Air  Act .  ^ 

Collection  and  delivery  of  samples 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  . .  . .  38 

Meetings . .  .  13 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and 
Welfare)  Provisions  Act .  ^ 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  ..  ..  4 

Sewage  Works . .  •  •  •  •  1 


.  ,  ... 


. 

■ 


.  ■ 
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FACTORIES  AND  V/ORK  PLACES 

Factories  with  mechanical  power . .  89 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  .  •  13 

Inspections  of  Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  32 

Inspections  of  Factories  without  mechanical  power  ....  3 

Inspections  of  Builders'  sites  for  Sanitary  Accommodation  4 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  -  Informal  notices 

served  .  2 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  -  Informal  notices 

completed  .  2 

Statutory  notices  served .  0 

There  has  been  a  further  increase  in  the  premises  listed 
as  factories  within  the  area  from  95  to  102. 

It  has  only  been  necessary  to  serve  two  informal  notices 
during  i960  and  in  both  cases,  due  to  the  prompt  co-operation 
of  the  owners  concerned,  no  further  action  was  required. 


. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1 9 60  FOR  THE  RURAL 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  MAIDSTONE  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  KENT 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories 

Act,  1937. 

PART  1  OF  THE  ACT. 

1  -  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

"  '  --  m™,  r- 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3i  4 
and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local 

Authorities  . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  . 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
( exclude  nQ  o-ut-worker s ' 
premises) . 

13 

3 

- 

- 

89 

4 

32 

4 

1 

.. 

Total . . . 

106 

1  _ _ 

39 

-1 

1 

2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
"cases') . 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

! 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refer 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

red 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

_ L.J 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

"** — — — — . - H 

- - - - - * - 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3) 

— 

r  —  ~  _i 

"""  1 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

_ 

1 

. 

1 

1 

: 

- 

■ 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  j  Number  of 

were  found  i  cases  in  which 


Particulars 

(1) 

j 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refei 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

’red 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(3) 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6)  . 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient  .... 

jNMI 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  . 

- —  ^ 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  incl¬ 
uding  offences 
relating  to  Out-work) 

r - —  '■ 

— 

» 

■ 

111 

Total . . 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

i 

j 

i 

i 

' 


■ 

■ 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature 

of  | 

Work 

1 

i 

(1) 

No.  of 
out-workers  : 
in  August  ! 
list 

required  1 
by  Section  1 
110(1)  (c)  1 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  ; 

the  Council  j 

(3)  j 

.  -  -  -  - .  j. 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances  j 
of  work  in  j 
unwhole-  i 

some 

premises  j 

(5) 

t 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

i 

Prose-  ; 
cutions 

(7) 

Wearing )  Making 
apparel)etc . , 

3 

I 

- 

j 

- 

- 

- 

- 

)  Cleaning 
)  and 
)Washing 

i 

! 

) 

j 

. 

| 

_ 

- 

- 

j  Plastic  moulding 

1  ! 

-  ! 

; 

♦ 

J 

_ 

-  -  -  . 

- 

- 

Household  linen 

f 

i 

• 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Lace,  lace  curtains 
and  nets 

i 

I  ! 

i 

i 

1 

l 

NJ 

Curtains  and  furn¬ 
iture  hangings 

\l 

V 

I 

I 

i  Furniture  and 
! upholstery 

1 

/ 

/ 

/ 

✓ 

/ 

/ 

i 

Electro-platc 

4 

/ 

/ 

.  _  lri  -  -  -  / 

/ 

1 

1 

File  making 

> 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

l 

1 

Brass  and  brass 
articles 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Fur  pulling 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Iron  and  steel 
cables  and  chains 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

-  1 - 

j 

Iron  and  Steel 
anchors  and 
grapnels 

! 

I 

/ 

/ 

Cart  gear 

1 

/ 

/ 

' 

.  r  .  ,r 

1 

I 

Locks,  latches 
and  keys 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

. - 

i  .  . 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

-  _  /  1 1 

1 

| 

"  - 

Artificial 

flowers 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

!  / 

j 

- - - 

Nets,  other  than 
wire  nets 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

1/ 

f 

\ 

> 

S 

Tents 

✓ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

..  / 

i 

Sacks 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

• 

! 

! 

| 

fecquet  and 
tennis  balls 

/ 

/ 

| 

' 

' 

'  • 


. 

' 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  (Contd). 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out-workers  ! 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
110(1)  (c) 
(2) 

No.  of 

cases  of  ; 

default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of  | 

instances 
of  work 
in  unwhole¬ 
some 

premises 

(5) 

■  - . - j. 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cut¬ 

ions 

(7) 

Paper  bags 

i 

! 

* 

/ 

✓ 

✓ 

/ 

* 

✓ 

t 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  ether 
receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partially 
of  paper 

! 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

_ _ j. _ 

1 

\ 

\ 

V 

Brush  making 

. 

/ 

/ 

Pea  picking 

. . . . . . —■ - 

, 

7*- 

/ 

/ 

f 

Feather  sorting 

S 

\ 

Carding,  etc., 
of  buttons  etc. 

/ 

/ 

*  

Stuffed  toys 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Basket  making 

► 

\ 

\ 

Chocolates  and 
sweetmeats 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Cosaques, 

Christmas  stock¬ 
ings,  etc. 

/ 

/ 

✓ 

/ 

/ 

f 

/ 

— 

* 

Textile  weaving 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Lampshades 

r 

TOTAL 

■  — ^ , 

4 

- 

v  mm 

( 

1  ■  WWi ■  -  -  ■  —  - - 

" 

j 

- 

' 


HOUSING 


The  following  information  regarding  housing  in  the  Rural  District 
is  set  out  in  the  form  asked  for  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


I  1  (a)  Inspections  of  dwelling-houses  during  the 
year.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects,  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  . . . 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses,  (included  under 

sub-section  1  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  . . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

3  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  . 


4  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation . . . 


551 

1,381 


0 

0 


40 


65 


II  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year,  without  the  service  of  formal 
notice. 

1  (a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  . . .  ^ 


III  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957* 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs . . . . . .  6 

2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  the  service  of  formal  notices  - 

a.  By  owners . . . *  6 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  .  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 


1  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  32 

2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  - 

a.  By  owners  . . .  32 


b.  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  . 


0 


■ 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957« 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . .  31 

2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . .  16 

D.  Proceedings  under  section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957* 

1  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  . 9 

2  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 

rendered  fit  . . 9 

IV  Housing  Act,  1957»  Part  4  Overcrowding. 

A  (l)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  . 15 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  20 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein . .  95 

B  (1)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . . . . .  9 

C  (l)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  . 4 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . .  21 

D  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for 

the  abatement  of  overcrowding . . . . .  0 
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SUMMARY  OF  ACTION  ON  1960/61  SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME 


r - - - 

1 

i 

Houses 

Action 

taken 

i  Parish 

1 

Requiring 

Action 

Demolition 

Orders 

Closing 

Orders 

Repaired 

Families 

re-housed 

} Barming 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

; Bearsted 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Boughton 

Monchelsea 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

East  Far lei gh 

8 

8 

0 

1 

1 

West  Farleigh 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Hunt on 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Linton 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Loose 

4 

4 

0 

0 

1 

Maraen 

14 

11 

3 

0 

6 

Nettlestead 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Otham 

2 

0 

1  2 

0 

1 

Staplehurst 

1 

0 

1 

1  1 

0 

0 

Teston 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Yalding 

6 

5 

1 

0 

3 

TOTALS 

37 

1 

28 

r  - 

9 

9 

- - - 

i4 

During  the  year  of  1960/61,  the  Council's  Slum  Clearance  Programme 
proceeded  satisfactorily.  This  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  is  the 
result  of  the  co-operative  liasion  between  the  owners  of  the  properties 
concerned  and  this  department. 

A  general  survey  of  the  district  has  indicated  that  a  minimum  of 
30  properties  are  to  be  dealt  with  under  next  year's  Programme,  after 
which  the  large  majority  of  sub-standard  premises  within  the  district 
will  have  been  dealt  with.  The  progressive  policy  of  the  Council  in 
respect  of  slum  clearance  and  their  encouragement  of  owners  to  take 
advantage  of  Improvement  Grants  has  resulted  in  a  high  standard  of 
housing  throughout  the  district. 


■  ■  ■ 


' 


. 


■ 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  Area 


Water  Supplies 

During  the  year  of  i960,  no  complaints  have  been  received 
concerning  water  supply  within  the  district  and  there  is  every 
indication  that  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory,  both  in  quality 
and  quanitity.  There  is,  however,  still  a  small  number  of 
properties  within  the  area  which  are  not  connected  to  the  mains 
provided  either  by  the  Mid  Kent  ’Water  Company  or  the  Maidstone 
Waterworks  Company.  In  such  cases,  the  properties  are  all  some¬ 
what  isolated  and  it  is  extremely  doubtful  that  they  will  ever 
be  connected  to  mains  supply  without  considerable  expense  being 
involved. 

During  the  floods,  which  occurred  within  the  district  in 
November,  a  close  liasion  was  maintained  with  both  Water  Companies, 
to  ensure  that  no  contamination  of  the  water  supplies  occurred. 
Samples  taken  by  the  Water  Companies  showed  no  indication  of 
pollution  in  any  instance. 

Sampling  of  the  water  supply  to  the  area  is  carried  out  by 
the  Water  Companies  involved  usually  at  the  source  of  supply. 

With  the  exception  of  the  East  Farleigh  Pumping  Station,  all 
sources  of  supply  are  outside  the  district.  Samples  are  taken 
of  the  raw  water  and  water  following  treatment  going  into  supply, 
the  samples  being  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
chemical  analysis.  Additional  routine  samples  are  taken  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  as  and  when  required  and  during  the 
course  of  the  year  a  total  of  two  samples  were  taken.  The  results 
of  these  samples  taken  showed  no  evidence  of  contamination  and 
typical  sample  results  are  as  follows 


No.  of  colonies  developing  per 
millilitre  of  water  on  agar  in 

2  days  at  37°C 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per 
millilitre  of  water  on  agar  in 

3  days  at  22°C 

Organisms  of  the  coliform 
group  in  100  ml. 

Organisms  of  the  streptococci 
group  per  100  ml. 

Organisms  of  the  Cl.  welchii 
group  per  100  ml. 

Residual  chlorine  at  time  of 
receipt 


Thurnham 

3.2.60. 


0 


1 

0 

0 

0 

0.05  part 
per 

million. 


Thurnham 

5.10.60. 

0 


10 

0 

0 

0 

0.03  part 
per 

million 


Remarks: - 

The  bacteriological  condition  of  these  samples 
is  good  and  the  water  is  suitable  for  the  public 
supply. 


. 
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Water  Supplies  (Continued) 

The  following  table  gives  indication  of  (a)  the  number  of 
dwelling-houses,  (b)  the  number  of  the  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  and  (c)  by  means  of  standpipes. 

(a)  (b)  (c) 

Parish  Houses  supplied  Population  Houses  served 

4  persons/house  by  standpipes 


Barming 

211 

844 

- 

Bearsted 

1,115 

4,460 

- 

Boughton  Monchelsea 

378 

1,512 

4 

East  Farleigh 

346 

2,184 

- 

West  Farleigh 

113 

412 

3 

Hunton 

202 

808 

- 

Linton 

382 

1,528 

4 

Loose 

600 

2,400 

10 

Marden 

826 

3,304 

- 

Nettlestead 

199 

796 

- 

Otham 

112 

448 

- 

Staplehurst 

608 

2,432 

3 

Teston 

199 

796 

- 

Yalding. 

769 

3,076 

- 

Scavenging 


The  refuse  collection  is  operated  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
and  the  service  at  present  results  in  a  fortnightly  collection  of 
refuse. 

During  the  year  there  was  infestation  of  both  refuse  tips  by 
rodents.  In  one  case  it  was  necessary  to  arrange  clearance  of 
shrubbery,  etc.,  before  an  efficient  treatment  could  be  carried  out. 
Routine  inspections  and  treatments  of  both  tips  continues  in  an 
effort  to  keep  them  free  from  rodent  infestation. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  final  section  of  the  Loose  Sewerage  Scheme  has  now  been 
completed,  giving  considerable  improvement  to  the  amenities  of  the 
parish  in  general.  The  Council's  policy  whereby  every  property 
served  by  this  drainage  scheme  must  have  flush  sanitation  is  being 
pursued  and  satisfactory  progress  is  being  made. 

Further  plans  and  specifications  for  the  sewering  of  the 
parishes  of  Boughton  Monchelsea  and  Laddingford  are  being  prepared 
by  the  Surveyor's  Department  and  it  is  expected  that  works  will  be 
commenced  within  the  relatively  near  future. 


. 

. 
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Rivers  and  Streams 


Pollution  still  occurs  in  those  waterways  and  can  be  attributed 
to  overflowing  cesspools  and  direct  discharge  of  sewage  from  some 
parishes.  Proposed  sewerage  schemes  for  some  parishes  will,  on 
completion,  obviate  some  major  sources  of  pollution. 

The  extensive  flooding  that  occurred  within  the  parishes  of 
Barming,  East  Farleigh,  Laddingford,  Nettlestead,  Teston  and 
Yalding  during  November,  in  a  few  instances  resulted  in  the 
flooding  of  some  cesspools.  On  the  subsidence  of  the  flood  levels 
to  normal,  every  effort  was  made  by  the  Surveyor's  Department  to 
ensure  that  the  cesspools  concerned  were  speedily  emptied  and  thus 
obviated  the  possibility  of  nuisance  or  danger  to  public  health 
arising. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  has  furnished  the  following 
details  of  work  in  his  department  during  i960.  It  will  be  apparent 
from  the  report  that  much  of  the  work  of  the  department  has  been  in 
dealing  with  routine  matters  and  inspections.  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that  an  ever  increasing  amount  of  time  and  work  is  being 
devoted  to  the  carrying  out  of  inspections  and  visits  in  relation 
to  Improvement  Grants,  and  the  operation  of  new  legislations 
concerning  slaughterhouses  and  caravan  sites  within  the  district. 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

DISCRETIONARY 

Number  of  applications  approved  in  i960  . 

Number  of  applications  not  approved  . 

Number  of  houses  involved  in  approved  applications 

Amount  of  Grants  paid  in  i960  . 

Amount  of  Total  Expenditure  . 

Number  of  Grants  completed  during  i960  . 


23 

0 

33 

£7,140 

£21,407  12s. 2d. 
22 


STANDARD 

Number  of  applications  approved  in  i960 .  30 

Number  of  applications  not  approved  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Number  of  houses  involved  in  approved  applications  . .  35 

Amount  of  Grants  paid  in  i960  ..  ..  . . £3,632 

Amount  of  Total  Expenditure  (est).  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £9 >556  19s.6d. 

Number  of  Grants  completed  during  I960  .  30 


Similarly  to  last  year,  the  public's  interest  has  been  maintained 
and  encouraged  in  the  application  for  Grants  to  improve  their 
properties.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  table,  that  the  number  of 
Discretionary  Grants  remain  relatively  constant,  whilst  the 
applications  for  Standard  Grants  have  increased.  As  has  been 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  Report,  the  encouragement  offered  by 
this  local  authority  has  resulted  in  a  general  improvement  in  the 
standard  of  the  existing  houses  within  the  Rural  District. 


General  Statistics  regarding  Improvement  Grants  made 

by  this  Council 


Total  amount  approved  by  the  Council  up  to  the 

31st  December,  i960  -  Discretionary  Grants  .  £43,947 

Standard  Grants . £  7»395 

Total . £51,342 

Total  Direct  Cost  to  the  Council  of  Loan  Charges 

over  twenty  years  .  ..  £22,060 

Total  Direct  Cost  to  the  Ministry  for  Grants 

approved  ..  . .  ..  ..  £66,200 


Note: - 

This  total  sum  of  £88,260  includes  interest  and  stems  from  the 


original  grant  of  £51,342. 

Approved  cost  to  owners  of  premises  improved, 

less  grant  ..  . . £74,535 

Number  of  properties  assisted  in  modernisation  .  230 


" 

•  ■  • 


•  . 


' 
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CAMPING  SITES  AND  CARAVANS 


Site 

Enterprise  Camping  Site, 
East  Farleigh. 

Hartridge  Farm  Site, 

East  Farleigh. 

The  Retreat, 

Nettlestead. 


Proprietor  or  Owner 

Mr.  E.  L.  Paine. 

Mrs.  M.  R.  G.  Chambers. 

Mr.  P.  Lamb. 


Maximum  No. 
of  Caravans. 


25 

20 

25 


Caravan  Sites  for  Seasonal_Use_onl£ 


Medway  Wharf  Site, 
Nettlestead. 

Twyford  Boat  Yard  Site, 
Yalding. 

Hampstead  Cottage  Farm 
Site,  Yalding. 


Mr.  W.  Nunn, 

Medway  Wharf  Ltd. 

D.  S.Chuter  Esq., 
102,  Blithdale  Road, 
Abbey  Wood,  S.  E.  2. 

Mr.  A.  Harcourt. 


10 

16 


10 


Summary  of  data 

Number  of  inspections . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  70 

Number  of  licenced  sites  . .  .  6 

Number  of  licenced  caravans  . .  2 

Applications  for  licence  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  , «  0 

Applications  for  licence  refused  . .  0 


This  year  has  seen  the  introduction  of  the  new  Caravan  Sites 
and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960,  which  requires  all  caravan 
sites  to  be  licenced  and  brought  up  to  the  new  standards  laid 
down  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  A 
considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  necessary  in  the  review  of 
the  existing  conditions  and  facilities  provided  on  the  sites, 
and  almost  without  exception,  each  site  is  to  be  involved  in 
considerable  expense  in  providing  and  improving  amenities  in 
accordance  with  the  conditions  laid  down  by  the  Council.  This 
new  Act  has  been  welcomed  both  by  the  Local  Authority  and  the 
Health  Department  who  have  long  felt  that  the  amenities  provided 
for  the  use  of  caravan  site  occupants  should  bear  a  closer 
resemblence  to  the  amenities  expected  and  provided  on  small 
housing  estates. 

There  have  been  fewer  complaints  concerning  the  indis¬ 
criminate  parking  of  individual  caravans  on  unlicenced  sites. 
This  is  due  to  the  co-operation  with  the  farmers  and  the  Kent 
County  Council,  who  have  erected  fencing  where  necessary  to 
discourage  such  parking. 


•  •  »  *  *  •  •  • 


. 


V 


HOP  PICKERS'  CAMPS 


Total  number  of  Hop  Pickers '  Camps  in  use .  78 

Number  of  huts  in  use  (estimated) . .  ..  2,500 

Estimated  number  of  pickers  .  . .  . .  ..  9*000 

Number  of  Inspections  . .  . .  ..  . .  . .  ..  . .  149 


Each  hop  picking  camp  in  use  during  the  season,  was  inspected 
at  least  twice.  No  complaints  were  received  concerning  accommodation, 
scavenging,  water  supply  or  sanitary  arrangements. 

Originally,  there  were  some  102  farms  involving  1l6  hop  camps. 

This  year  has  seen  a  continuance  of  the  closing  of  some  camps  and 
partial  demolition  of  others.  Similarly,  the  intake  of  seasonal 
hop  pickers  has  been  reduced  again,  due  to  the  continuing  practice 
of  local  farmers  to  install  hop  picking  machines  wherever 
practicable.  During  this  year's  survey,  it  was  noted  that  there 
is  now  approximately  10  farms  within  the  district  which  do  not 
operate  hop  picking  machines.  It  was  also  noticed  that  in  several 
instances  hop  pickers  were  providing  their  own  living  accommodation 
in  the  form  of  caravans  and  tents. 

With  the  exception  of  one  camp,  there  were  no  reported  cases  of 
infectious  diseases.  With  respect  to  the  reported  outbreak,  all 
precautionary  measures  were  taken  by  the  farm  concerned  on  the  advice 
of  this  department  and  routine  bacteriological  samples  were  obtained 
from  the  infected  persons  and  contacts  involved. 


' 
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INSPECTIONS  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 
FOOD  PREMISES 

Number  of  Food  premises  in  the  District 

Cafes  and  Restaurants .  13 

Food  Shops  (excluding  butchers)  . .  98 

Dairies  ..  . .  9 

Butchers'  Shops  *.  . .  ..  . .  . .  ..  ..  , .  . .  ..  . .  16 

Licenced  Premises  . 

Total  .  194 


Number  of  Visits  and  Inspections 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  . .  32 

Food  Shops  (excluding  butchers)  .  133 

Dairies  .  l4 

Butchers'  Shops  ..  . . .  . .  . .  19 

Licenced  Premises .  . . .  . 5 

Total  .  223 


There  has  been  a  reduction  of  one  cafe  within  the  area  since  last 
year  and  an  increase  of  8  food  shops,  excluding  butchers. 

Throughout  the  year  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  visit  each  shop 
within  the  area  at  least  once.  There  have  been  no  complaints  from 
the  public  concerning  any  food  premises  in  this  district  and 
personal  contact  with  the  shop-keepers  has  resulted  in  a  high 
standard  being  maintained  without  having  to  resort  to  any  legal 
action. 

During  the  considerable  amount  of  flooding  which  occurred  in 
the  parishes  of  Yalding,  Collier  Street,  Laddingford,  Wateringbury 
and  Teston,  visits  were  made  to  all  food  premises  which  were  likely 
to  have  had  food  stuffs  contaminated  by  flood  waters.  In  the 
majority  of  cases,  the  premises  concerned  had  managed  to  prevent 
food  stuffs  from  becoming  immersed  in  the  flood  water.  In  the 
instances  where  this  was  not  possible,  a  thorough  inspection  was 
made  of  all  food  stuffs  which  had  become  contaminated  and,  where 
necessary,  such  foods  were  condemned.  It  was  possible,  by 
arrangement  with  some  of  the  wholesale  firms  concerned,  to  have 
contaminated  goods  returned  to  the  source  of  distribution  and 
replaced. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  SHOPS 


Number  of  Shops  (including  Public  Houses)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  230 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Shops  (including  Public  Houses)  ..  237 

During  the  year  i960,  237  inspections  were  made  of  shops  within 
the  district. 

In  no  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  proceedings 
against  the  occupants  of  any  shops  for  contraventions  of  the  Shops 
Act  and  no  representations  were  received  from  any  organisation. 

Each  of  the  172  shops  within  the  district  have,  therefore,  been 
inspected  at  least  once  during  the  course  of  the  year. 


' 


. 


. 

. 

' 
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MILK  SUPPLIES 


Examination  of  Milk  Samples  (Bacteriological) 


Grade 


No,  of  samples 

examined. 


Sterilised 


24 


Tuberculin  Tested 


Pasteurised 


5 

24 


53 


No,  found  un¬ 
satisfactory 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

Details  of  registration  and  licences  are  given  below: - 


Dairies  registered  . .  . .  , .  . .  9 

Registered  Dairies  situated 
outside  the  area .  5 

Retailers  (excluding  Dairies)  ..  25 


Dealers* •  Licences 

Sterilised  Milk  .  32 

Pasteurised  Milk  ..  16 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  .  12 


Supplementary  Licences 

Sterilised  Milk  .  3 

Pasteurised  Milk  . .  5 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  .  5 


53  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  the  number  of  samples 
being  the  same  as  those  taken  last  year,  although  an  increased 
number  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  samples  from  attested  herds 
were  taken.  In  each  instance  all  the  samples  taken  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory.  As  from  the  1st  January,  1961,  the  milk 
dealers'  licences  are  to  be  issued  by  the  Kent  County  Council. 

It  is,  however,  the  intention  of  the  department  to  continue 
taking  samples  as  this  also  gives  your  Inspectors  an  opportunity 
to  keep  check  on  the  standards  of  hygiene  and  management  within 
the  premises  themselves. 


'  • 


.  . 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Slaughterhouse 

West  End,  Marden  . 

High  Street,  Staplehurst  .. 

High  Street,  Marden  . 

Stockett  Lane,  East  Farleigh  . . 

Totals  . 


Carcases 

Per  Cent 

769 

44.3 

472 

26.5 

284 

14.9 

256 

14.3 

1,781 

100.0 

Total  Carcases  examined 


Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Cows 

Other 

Bovine 

Total 

No.  examined 

E 

792 

18 

12 

257 

1,781 

No.  passed 

613 

757 

17 

4 

233 

1,624 

Completely 

condemned 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

j  Partially 

f condemned 

! 

00 

\"mm . —  — 1 

55 

,1  -  — 

0 

. — 

8 

23 

155 

_ 

Tuberculosis 


Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Cows 

-  - 

Other 

Bovine 

Total- 

_ 

i 

No. examined 

702 

J 

792 

18 

12 

257 

1,781 

.  . . 

Completely 

condemned 

— — - 

0 

0 

0 

0 

„ 

0 

Partially 

condemned 
■ — - - - - - 

9 

—  •  —  '  *• — "  ““  — 

0 

0 

"  1 

0 

r  1 

{ 

0  |  9 

,  —  - -« . . — 1 

Other  Diseases 


Pigs 

f Sheep 

j 

Calves 

Cows  | 

L 

Other 

Bovine 

Total  | 

i 

No.  examined 

702 

j  792 

18 

....  -  -j 

12 

1 

257 

1,781 

Completely 

T 

I 

1 

condemned 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0  i 
.  -  -r  | 

1 

2 

Partially 

mmm 

1 . 

1 

8 

) 

146 

- - — — 

condemned 

1 

80 

i  35 

0 

23 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


There  has  been  a  reduction  of  195  carcases  examined  during 
this  year.  Nevertheless,  100%  inspection  of  all  the  meat 
slaughtered  within  the  rural  district  has  been  carried  out  and 
the  good  relations  between  the  slaughterhouse  owners  and  your 
officers  have  been  maintained. 

The  amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  compares  favourably 
with  the  previous  years.  There  is,  however,  an  indication  that 
the  number  of  carcases  partially  condemned  for  Tuberculosis 
infection  have  decreased  slightly. 

During  the  year,  this  authority  submitted  its  report  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture ,  Fisheries  and  Food  indicating 
the  present  standards  of  the  slaughterhouses  within  this 
district  and  the  improvements  and  modifications  to  be  carried 
out,  should  these  slaughterhouses  wish  to  continue  operating 
within  the  provisions  of  the  new  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958. 

Each  owner  indicated  their  wish  to  continue  operation,  but  it 
is  felt  that  the  expenditure  that  will  have  to  be  incurred  is 
likely  to  preclude  three  of  the  five  slaughterhouse  owners 
within  your  area.  It  is  perhaps,  sad  to  see  the  passing  of 
the  smaller  slaughterhouse  within  the  district,  but  at  the  same 
time,  it  must  be  realised  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  are 
such  that  premises  must  be  operated  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner  possible  with  regard  to  lay-out  and  hygenic  practice. 


Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food  Order),  1957 

There  are  10  registered  plants  within  the  area  for  the 
treatment  of  waste  foods  to  be  fed  to  animals.  Where  new 
applications  were  received,  an  inspection  was  made  to 
ascertain  that  the  plants  all  complied  with  the  requirements 
under  the  above  Order.  Additional  routine  visits  are  made 
whenever  possible  throughout  the  year  to  ensure  that  the 
operators  meet  their  obligations  under  the  above  Order. 


. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  IN  DETAIL 


\  i 

t 

\ 

i 

Pigs  i  Sheep 

L  _  _ 

Calves 

Cows 

Bovine 

High  Street,  Staplehurst  - 

j 

1 

; 

j 

No.  examined 

1 

226 

155 

0 

0 

91 

Completely  condemned 

i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Partially  condemned 

| 

8 

..... 

5 

0 

0 

4 

High  Street,  Harden  - 

1 

.  r . _ 

No.  examined 

116 

115 

o 

: 

0 

53 

Completely  condemned 

o 

0 

0  i 

0 

0 

Partially  condemned 

13 

10 

0 

0 

5 

West  End,  Marden  - 

! 

! 

No.  examined 

129 

522 

14 

0 

104 

Completely  condemned 

0 

0 

n 

0 

0 

Partially  condemned 

15 

20 

0 

0 

7 

Stockett  Lane,  East 

—  .... 

Farleigh 

i 

i 

No.  examined 

231 

1  o 

' 

4 

12 

9 

Completely  condemned 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

| Partially  condemned 

IT\ 

1  0 

I 

J 

0 

8 

7 

i  '  ' 

* 

! Bridge  House ,  Hunton  - 

r  ' 

i 

* 

sNo.  examined 

1 

0 

i 

0 

0 

° 

0 

| Completely  condemned 

i  o 
* 
i 

i 

0 

i 

0 

!  0 

0 

•  Partially  condemned 

o 

J 

0 

1 

i 

1 

0 

i 

0 

0 

1  ...  - 

MEAT  INSPECTION 


Reason  for  Condemnation 


Reason 


Completely  Partially 

condemned  condemned 


Tuberculosis  0 
Abscesses  0 
Pleurisy  0 
Ascaris  Lumbricoides  0 
Nephritis  0 
Pneumonia  0 
Percarditis  0 
Parasitic  infection  0 
Actino-bacillosis  0 
Cirrhosis  0 
Emaciation  1 
Traumatism  0 
Pyaemia  1 
Cysticercus  Bovis  0 
Blood  Splashing  0 
Peritonitis  0 
Improper  bleeding  &  congestion  0 
Hydronephrosis  0 
Fatty  degeneration  0 
Necrosis  0 
Adhesions  0 
Enlarged  Ductless  Glands  0 
Mastitis  0 
Broken  bones  &  bruising  0 
Arthritis  0 


9 

7 
9 

8 

15 

12 

4 

37 

1 

25 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

8 

5 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 

6 
2 


The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  carcases  has  decreased. 
All  of  the  infections  detected  have  been  confined  to  pigs  and 
were  found  mainly  to  be  of  the  avian  variety.  The  parasitic 
infection  of  the  lungs  of  pigs  and  sheep  has  remained 
comparatively  high,  due  in  most  instances  to  pneumonia  in  the 
case  of  pigs  and  worm  infection  with  sheep. 


•  ' 
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KENT  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1935 

Details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County  Sampling  Officers 
within  the  MAIDSTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT  during  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  I960. 


Article 


No. 


Aspirin  Tablets  B.P . . 

Bitter  Beer  ..  .*  ..  ..  . . . 

Buttersnaps  ..  . . 

Cider . ••  « • 

Cheese  Wafers  * . .  •• 

Chix . 

Chocolate  Flavoured  Drink . ..  .  • 

Cocktail  Sausages . 

Coffee  .  . . 

Currants  . 

Dairy  Ice  Cream  . 

Fresh  Orange  Drink  . ••  •• 

Gin . 

Glycerine  B.P . 

Glycerine,  Lemon  and  Honey  with  Ipecacuanha 

Granulated  Sugar  . 

Ground  Rice .  •• 

Ground  White  Pepper  . 

Instant  Chocolate  . 

Instant  Coffee  . 

Lemonade  . 

Life . .  . 

Liquid  Paraffin  . 

Marmalade . . 

Mild  Beer .  . . 

Milk . 

Orange  . 

Orangillo . 

Pineapple  Squash  . 

Pure  Honey  . 

Rice . . 

Salmon  Fish  Cake  . 

Seeded  Raisins  . 

Semolina .  . . . 

Sicilian  Lemon  Juice  . .  . . 

Soluble  Saccharin . 

Spree . 

Stoned  Raisins  . .  •  •  •  • 

Sultanas  . .  . 

Table  Creams,  Strawberry  Flavour  . 

Tapioca  . 

Tea . 

Vintage  Cider  Wine,  Extra  Strong  . 

Whisky  . . 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

28 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 
1 
1 


Total 


80 


Summary 


Milks  . .  28 

Drugs . .  i  •  4 

Spirits  .  4 

Other  samples  . .  . .  44 

Total .  80 


• 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  (continued) 


All  of  the  samples  taken  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of 
the  following: - 


Sample  of 


Analysis 


Action  taken 


Vintage  Cider  Wine, 
Extra  Strong. 


Alcohol  11.4  v/v  =  19.9^  Wording  of 

proof  spirit.  The  description  label 
’’extra  strong"  is  justified  but  amended, 
the  label  does  not  conform  with 
the  Regulations. 


Pasteurised  Milk.  Bottle  covered  internally  with  Packer 

a  film  of  denatured  milk  to-  notified. 

gether  with  a  little  debris 

including  sand  grains.  Milk 

itself  passed  Methylene  Blue 

Test. 


T.  T.  Milk. 


8.3%  deficient  in  fat. 


A  follow-up 
sample  was 
genuine . 
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ICE  CREAM 


Number  of  Samples 

Methylene  Blue 

Test  Group 

Pathogenic 

organisms 

cultivated 

18 

I 

0 

24 

II 

0 

0 

III 

0 

0 

IV 

0 

Regular  sampling  of  ice  cream  sold  within  your  district  has 
been  carried  out  during  the  year  and  all  the  samples  taken  were 
found  to  be  of  a  satisfactory  standard.  In  accordance  with  the 
policy  of  the  department,  at  least  one  sample  was  taken  from  each 
registered  premises  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
The  results  of  the  samples  taken  is  indicated  in  the  above  table 
and  shows  the  continued  high  standard  of  precautions  taken  during 
the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  within  your  district. 


. 


' 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  Surveys  made  under  Rodent 

Control 


; 

i 

i 

t 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

All  Other 
(incl. 
Business 
Premises) 

~  —  1 

f 

i 

Total 

j  Total  number  of 
properties  in 

Local  Authority's 
area. 

11 

6,311 

214 

598 

7,134 

Number  of 
properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of 
Notification. 

0 

OO 

— i 

5 

11 

j 

197 

Number  of 
properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of  Survey 
or  otherwise. 

11 

105 

38 

21 

175 

Number  of 
properties 
inspected  found 
to  be  infested  by:- 

Rats 

11 

Mice 

0 

204 

14 

36 

23 

19 

6 

270 

43 

Number  of  infested 
properties  treated 
by  Local  Authority 
(completed) . 

11 

238 

59 

25 

333 

Total  treatments 
carried  out,  incl. 
re-treatment s . 
(completed) . 

54 

i 

i 

! 

325  [  277 

! 

$ 

r 

j 

ill 

1 

767 

Number  of  "Block" 
control  schemes 
carried  out. 

- 1 

K\ 

i 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  some  225  visits  made  by  Mr.  T.  Curties 
in  i960  as  compared  with  1959*  The  year  generally  has  been  a  difficult 
one  in  relation  to  rodent  infestation.  It  is  felt  that  this  increased 
infestation  must  in  some  part  be  due  to  the  particularly  wet  winter  and 
migration  of  rodents  following  the  flooding  which  occurred  within  the 
district. 

The  Contract  system  operated  within  the  area  continues  to  flourish 
and  there  have  been  several  instances  of  farmers  expressing  their  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  work  carried  out  by  Mr.  Curties.  In  addition  to  the 
rodent  control  duties  of  Mr.  Curties,  he  has  treated  premises  for  fly 
infestation,  and  disinfestation  of  verminous  properties.  During  the  year, 
the  Council  ceased  to  operate  its  wasp  nest  treatment  and  disposal  service, 
due  to  the  Council’s  Operator  developing  an  allergy  to  wasp  stings.  In 
previous  years  this  service  has  been  used  extensively  by  the  public  and 
it  may  be  necessary  to  employ  an  assistant  for  Mr.  Curties,  should  the 
Council  decide  in  the  future  to  make  such  a  service  available  to  the 
public. 

The  continued  efficiency  of  the  Council's  service  is  due  in  no  small 
measure  to  the  enthusiasm  with  which  Mr.  Curties,  your  Operator,  carries 
out  his  duties. 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  in  the 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY 

Estimated  resident  population,  i960  . 

Area  (in  acres)  ..  ..  . . 

Density  (persons  per  acre)  . 

Annual  Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  - 

crude  . .  . .  . .  . 

corrected  . 

Annual  Death  rate  per  1 , 000  population 

crude 

corrected 

*•  Male  Female  Total 


Births .  145  151  296 

Deaths .  140  129  269 


Excess  of  births  over  deaths  . 

Tuberculosis  death  rate  - 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Cancer  death  rate  per  1 , 000  population 


19,570 

34,487 

.567 

15.12 

15.87 


13.74 

9.20 


27 


Nil 

Nil 

2.60 


* 

' 


